Ampthili  Rural  District  Council. 


K,  E O 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

FOR 


THE  YEAR  1919. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

AMPTHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Ch.\irm.vx,  L\dies  ano  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Twenty-second  Annual  Report. 

During  the  year  the  young  adult  population  has  gradually  increased,  owing  to  the  steady  demobili- 
zation, until  now  it  has  practically  reached  the  normal. 

The  District  is  almost  entirely  an  agricultural  one.  There  are,  however,  other  industries,  but  these 
with  the  exception  of  the  brick  and  tile  making  industry  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  Marston  Moretaine,  are  of 
a minor  character,  and  employ  a small  proportion  of  the  male  inhabitants. 

The  geoli'gical  strata  are  varied  in  character.  On  the  North-west  we  have  Oxford  Clay,  which 
covers  that  portion  of  our  district  occupied  by  the  parishes  of  lloughton  Conquest,  Marston  Moretaine, 
Lidlington,  Cranlieli,  Holcut,  and  Salford.  Further  South,  and  coming  into  the  district  of  Clophill,  we 
have  the  o itcrop  of  the  Lower  Greensand  which  extends  to  the  extreme  West  of  our  area,  passing  through 
the  followiTig  pirishes,  viz.,  Clophill,  Silsoe,  Flitwick,  Flitton  Maulden,  Millbrook,  Steppingley,  Haynes, 
Westonlng,  Eversholt,  Tingrith,  Ridgmount,  Potsgrove,  .\splev  Heath,  Aspley  Guise,  and  Woburn.  Still 
further  to  the  South  we  have  gault,  which  covers  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Shillington,  Gravenhurst, 
lligham  G,)bion,  Pidloxhill,  Hirlington,  Toddiiigton,  Milton  Bryan,  and  Battlesden. 

For  several  years  previously  the  District  has  been  divided  into  sub-districts,  but  as  the  Government 
statistics  have  not  been  sub-divided,  the  district  will  be  treated  as  a whole. 

Devi'h  Rvte.  I will  first  of  all  take  the  Death  Rate  of  the  District.  The  estimated  population  for 
Death  Hate  purposes  is  18.2(17.  The  Government  estimate  is,  I consider,  slightly  under  the  mark.  My 
reasons  for  thinking  so  is  that  prior  to  the  war  there  were  a few  vacant  houses  of  the  labouring  class  to  let, 
whereas  there  are  practically  none  at  the  present  time.  In  addition  to  this,  several  old  residents  who 
formerly  resided  in  this  area  years  ago,  and  who  left  to  live  in  the  towns,  have  returned  owing  to  difficulty 
in  finding  houses  in  the  urban  districts  after  being  demobilized. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  is  274,  which  compares  favourably  with  291  of  the  previous  year. 
This  is  however  much  better  than  it  really  looks,  as  tlie  former  was  on  an  estimated  population  of  18,207, 
whereas  the  latter  was  16,76(5.  This  gives  a Death  Rate  of  15'04,  which  is  higher  than  the  rest  of  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  L‘V8.  1'his  rather  high  Death  Rate  for  a rural  district  is  no  doubt  due  to  a great 
extent  to  the  recrudescence  of  Influenza  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

BtRTH  R.vi'E.  I'his  is  a matter  of  considerable  importance  at  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  losses  we 
sustaineil  during  the  war  amongst  the  adult  male  population.  The  estimated  population  for  Birth  Rate 
purpo.ses  is  18,916.  As  the  number  of  births  is  .342,  tliis  gives  a Birth  Rate  of  18  03,  which  compares 
favonnibly  with  16'2  of  the  previous  year,  but  is  not  quite  equal  to  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales,  which  is 
iN'.l.  The  number  of  children  born  out  of  wedlock  was  37,  which  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  when 
the  unusually  large  number  of  31  was  recorded.  This  shews  that  out  of  every  1,000  births  108  are  illegiti- 
mate. The  real  number  of  illegitimate  Births  are  however  no  doubt  larger,  especially  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  as  some  married  women  have  had  cliildren  which  could  not  possibly  be  due  to  their  husbands. 
Under  the  present  system  of  counting  these  are  classed  as  legitimate,  which  it  is  quite  obvious  they  are  not. 
I think  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  is  a sign  that  the  moral  tone  of  the  district  has  become  seriously 
li)wer  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  morals  have  become  more  lax  during 
the  last  three  or  four  years. 

The  number  of  children  who  died  under  one  year  of  age  is  30,  which  gives  the  infantile  mortality  of 
84'7.  Four  of  the  above  deaths  were  amongst  illegitimate  children,  and  as  the  illegitimate  births  numbered 
37.  it  shews  the  death  rate  amongst  this  class  of  child  to  be  108T.  The  death  this  j'ear  of  illegitimate 
children  closely  approximates  to  the  legitimate,  and  shews  a great  improvement  on  last  .year,  when  it  was 
more  than  double.  The  total  infantile  mortality  is  slightly  under  that  of  tlie  rest  of  England,  which  is  89. 

C.vNCER.  The  deaths  from  this  disease  amounted  to  29.  This  is  higher  than  the  previous  year,  when 
22  were  recor  led.  This  disease  does  not  shew  any  real  sign  of  diminution,  as  should  we  find  a less  number 
any  one  year,  it  is  generally  followed  by  an  increase  the  following  one.  Altliougli  a considerable  amount  of 
research  work  has  been  carried  out,  no  specific  has  been  discov'^ered.  Our  only  hope  is  an  early  diagnosis 
and  the  use  of  the  knife. 
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Tlie  cases  are  distributed  over  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Aspley  Guise,  2 ; Aspley  Heath,  1 ; 
Clophill,  3;  Cranfield,  2;  Eversliolt,  1;  Haynes, , 2 ; llusborne  Crawley,  1;  Flitton,  1;  Flitwick,  1 ; 
Lidliugton,  1 ; Maulden,  3 ; Marston,  1 ; Milton  Bryan,  1 ; Potsgrove,  1 ; Pulloxhill,  1 ; Shillington,  1 ; 
Steppingley,  1 ; Toddington,  2 ; Westoning,  I ; Woburn,  1.  Two  of  the  cases  allotted  to  Clophill,  and  1 
from  Toddington,  died  in  the  Workhouse.  They  are  thus  apportioned  to  their  sub-districts,  viz.,  Ampthill, 
13  ; Cranfield,  -1  ; Shilliiigton,  2 ; Woburn,  10.  I do  not  this  year  intend  giving  the  soils  of  the  parishes 
in  which  the  cases  occurred,  as  I think  soil  has  very  little  if  any  influence  on  the  causation  of  this  year. 
Anyhow,  I am  quite  certain  the  difference  of  soil  lias  no  effect  in  this  area. 

The  following  were  the  organs  affected  — 

Aesophagus  ...  2 

Bladder  ...  3 

Bowel  ...  11 

Breast  ...  2 

Lip  ...  1 

Seventeen  of  the  cases  occurred  amongst  females,  and  12  amongst  males.  The  ages  at  which  death 
occurred  ranged  from  48  to  72. 

IxFLUEXZA.  Luckily  we  have  had  no  outbreak  of  such  a character  as  that  which  occurred  during  the 
latter  part  of  1918.  Tliis  epidemic  seemed  to  have  almost  entirely  died  out  in  January,  1919,  but  burst 
forth  in  milder  form  early  in  tlie  spring,  and  was  the  cause  of  nearly  all  the  deaths  which  took  place  during 
the  year  from  this  disease.  The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  from  this  disease  amounted  to  13  ; five 
of  these  were  males  and  8 females. 

TcBERonr.osis.  Twenty-two  deaths  from  this  disease  have  occurred,  which  is  an  increase  of  two  on 
the  previous  year.  In  1.5  the  lung  was  the  organ  affected,  and  the  remainder  were  cases  of  meningitis  and 
other  tubercular  affections.  My  council  have  taken  the  following  steps  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease  : — 

(a)  All  houses  where  deaths  have  occurred  are  disinfected. 

(b)  Printed  instructions  are  sent  t(j  all  cases. 

(cj  Pocket  spittoons  and  paper  handkerchiefs  are  given  to  all  poor  people  affected  with  the 
disease. 

(d)  The  Council  defrays  the  cost  of  examination  of  the  sputum  in  doubtful  cases. 

This  disease  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  siivce  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  this  no  doubt  is  due  to  the 
privations  the  troops  have  undergone,  especially  those  with  an  hereditary  predisposition.  I'he  County 
Council  have  sent  several  cases  to  sanatoria,  and  have  during  the  year  purchased  a house  and  grounds  at 
Muggerhanger,  in  this  County,  for  that  purpose.  4'his  will  be  a decided  advantage  to  have  an  institution 
under  County  control,  insteail  of  waiting  for  vacancies  in  .sanatoria  belonging  to  other  bodies.  Wooden 
shelters  have  also  been  supplied  in  cases  where  tlie  en\ ironment  is  suitable.  I cannot  do  better  than  repeat 
what  I have  said  mi  a previous  occasion,  viz.,  if  the  onslaught  on  this  disease  is  to  be  successful,  the  treat- 
ment of  all  Pulmonary  cases  will  have  to  be  grappled  with,  Tlie  disease  will  have  to  be  diagnosed  early, 
and  the  patients  sent  to  sanatoria,  as  the  chance  of  a cure  gets  less  and  less  as  the  disease  advances. 
Advanced  cases  in  small  households  will  have  to  be  removed  from  their  surroundings  to  prevent  its  spread. 
There  is,  I know,  a sentimental  objection  to  this,  but  sentiment  must  be  swept  aside  when  the  good  of  the 
community  is  at  stake.  It  is  the  advanced  cases,  attended  with  a good  deal  of  expectoration,  that  are  the 
menace  to  the  people  who  live  in  close  pro.ximity  to  them  ; early  cases  are  less  dangerous.  The  main  pre- 
ventive and  curative  agent  for  the  disease  is  a liberal  supply  of  fresh  air.  I think  people  are  now  beginning 
to  recognize  the  importance  of  this,  hut  a large  number  hold  the  antiquated  idea  that  to  sleep  with  one’s 
window  open  is  a means  of  catching  cold.  Most  of  the  cottages  have  only  two  bedrooms,  and  these  are,  as 
a rule,  small ; the  cubic  space  per  head  is  thus  in  many  instances  very  limited,  and  unless  the  air  can  be 
frequently  renewed  the  atmosphere  becomes  very  polluted.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  highly  necessary 
that  bedroom  windows  should  be  kept  open  day  and  night,  and  the  chimneys  kept  free,  not  blocked,  as  they 
are  in  some  instances.  Other  factors  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  and  outbreak  of  this  disease. 

fa)  Drier  w'alls  and  lighter  dwellings. 

In  regard  to  these  factors,  I lis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  set  a very  high  example  on  hie  Woburn 
estate.  I have  carefully  examined  several  of  the  houses  which  he  has  erected  during  the  last  20  years,  and 
consider  tliem  absolutely  perfect  from  a sanitary  point  of  view.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  his  Grace 
has  been  picked  out  for  attack  in  the  Press,  as  there  is  absolutely  no  justification  for  it.  The  great  land- 
lords of  this  country  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been  in  the  van  in  matters  of  housing,  and  their  object 
f;aiinot  have  been  the  financial  return  they  got,  as  that  in  most  instances  has  been  very  small. 


Liver  ...  2 

Peritoneum  ...  1 

Stomach  ...  4 

Uterus  ...  3 
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(b)  Veterinary  inspection  of  cows  at  periodical  intervals.  This  matter  had  better  be  taken  in  hand 
by  the  County  Council,  as  it  can  be  done  more  economically  by  them  than  by  each  Kural  District  appointing 
an  Inspector. 

The  number  of  Tuberculosis  notifications  received  during  the  year  (excluding  those  on  Forms  C and 
D)  amounted  to  27.  Out  of  this  number  one  is  a temporary  resident  case.  Sixteen  of  these  are  Pulmonary 
cases  ; Glands,  4 ; Meninges,  2 ; Peritoneum,  2 ; Femur,  1 ; Larynx,  1.  These  were  distributed  over  the 
following  parishes,  viz.,  Vspley  Guise,  1 ; Aspley  Heath,  1 ; Clophill,  1 ; Cranfield,  2 ; Eversholt,  1 ; 
Flitwick,  2 ; Gravenhurst,  1 ; Ilarlington,  1 ; Haynes,  1 ; Holcut,  1 ; Lidlington,  1 ; Marston,  2 ; Ptdloxhill 
1 ; Eidgmount,  1 ; Shillington,  6;  Toddington,  2 ; Westoning,  1. 

I now  come  to  the  notifiable  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  am  glad  to  say  the  result  compares  most  favour- 
ably with  the  previous  year.  Exclusive  of  Measles,  Malaria,  and  Pneumonia,  the  total  number  of  cases 
brought  to  my  notice  was  49,  whereas  96  notifications  were  received  in  1918.  In  regard  to  Measles  and 
German  Jleasles  there  is  a very  marked  drop. 

Chickets^-Pox.  No  outbreak  of  any  importance,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  any  school. 

Diphtheria.  Twenty-four  cases  of  tills  disease  have  occurred,  and  these  Lave  been  distributed  over 
the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Clophill,  4 ; Gravenhurst,  5 ; Haynes,  3 ; Maulden,  6 ; and  single  cases  at 
Flitwick,  Houghton  Conquest,  Marston  Moretaine,  Millbrook,  Pulloxhill  and  Silsoe.  The  five  cases  at 
Gravenhurst  occurred  in  as  many  houses.  I gave  an  injection  of  Antitoxin  to  all  the  children  and  ycung 
adults  in  the  infected  honses,  with  the  result  that  no  further  cases  occurred  at  GraA^enhurst. 

Era’sipelas.  Six  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  I fail  to  see  the  utility  of  the  notification  of  this 
disease. 

Enteric  Featsr.  1 am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  no  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred.  This  I 
think  speaks  well  for  the  sanitation  of  the  District.  - 

Me.asi.es.  There  has  been  a great  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease.  In  1918  two  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  cases  Avere  brought  to  my  notice,  whereas  in  1919  the  number  had  fallen  to  9.  As  is  well 
known,  tlie  mortality  from  this  disease,  and  the  susceptibility  to  contract  it,  is  very  much  greater  under  5 
years  of  age  than  it  is  over  tlris  period.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  highly  necessary  that  we  should 
do  all  iu  our  poAver  to  postpone  its  appearance.  I consider  the  admittance  to  school  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  conduces  to  the  spread  of  disease  amongst  those  who  are  most  susceptible,  and  amongst  whom 
the  mortality  is  highest.  I therefore  think  that  nothing  short  of  the  exclusion  from  school  of  children  under 
the  age  of  five  years  will  materially  help  to  diminish  the  number  of  cases,  and  lessen  the  mortality.  The 
scholastic  education  of  children  under  fi\"eis  unimportant,  and  they  should  be  encouraged  to  spend  as  much 
time  as  possible  in  the  open  air. 

The  notification  of  this  disease  has  noAvbeen  discontinued,  and  Avith  that  I entirely  agree,  as  most  of 
the  mischief  is  done  prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  rash,  the  main  symptom  by  which  the  disease  is  diagnosed. 
School  closure,  Avhen  once  it  has  obtained  a firm  hold,  has  very  little  effect  in  stopping  the  disease. 

Cases  haA'e  occurred  in  the  folloAving  parishes,  viz.,  Shillington,  3 ; Houghton  Conquest,  2 ; and 
single  cases  at  Cranfield,  Lidlington,  Maulden  and  Ridgmount. 

German  Measles.  Only  five  cases  of  this  disease  haA^e  occurred,  and  these  har^e  been  distributed 
OA'er  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Aspley  Guise,  2 ; Aspley  Heath,  1 ; Clophill,  1 ; Flitwick,  1. 

Malaria.  Only  three  cases  of  this  disease  Avere  brought  to  my  notice,  and  these  were  originally 
contracted  abroad  whilst  on  service 

Mumps.  Only  a few  sporadic  cases  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Only  14  cases  of  this  disease  have  occurred,  the  smallest  number  we  haA'e  had  for 
years.  They  were  distributed  OA'er  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Flitwick,  3 ; Aspley  Guise,  2 ; Clophill,  3 ; 
Toddington,  2 ; Shillington,  2 ; and  single  cases  at  Maulden  and  Pottesgrove. 

Whooping  Cough.  This  disease  has  not  been  very  prevalent,  but  the  Infants’  Schools  at  FlitAvick  and 
(Maulden  haA'e  had  to  be  closed  on  account  of  it. 

Puerperal  Fever.  No  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred,  which  shews  that  greater  cleanliness  is 
observed  during  and  after  confinements. 

Small-Pox.  As  usual,  no  case  has  occurred. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatoriuai.  Single  cases  have  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Millbrook  and  Marston. 
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])vsKN"rERY.  Only  nne  lias  occurred,  and  that  at  Toddington. 

Zymotic  Diarrhoea.  Only  three  deaths  from  this  disease  were  brought  to  my  notice.  The  condition 
conducing  to  this  disease  were  only  favouralile  to  a moderate  extent.  These  are  high  temperature  and  low 
rainfall.  The  latter  was  about  the  average  during  June,  July  and  August,  and  the  temperature  varied  very 
little  from  that  of  an  ordinary  summer.  There  are  other  conditions  which  conduce  to  the  spread  of  this 
disease,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  presence  of  decomposing  material  in  the  vicinity  of  human 
dwellings.  xVs  everyone  knows,  the  common  house  fly  spends  most  of  its  time  journeying  from  milk  jugs, 
sugar  basins,  or  other  food  receptacles,  to  refuse  heaps  outside,  and  back  again,  whilst  it  contaminates  every 
object  on  whicli  it  settles.  Under  conditions  where  there  are  few  obstacles  to  these  journeyings  to  and  fro, 
the  fly  danger  becomes  a very  seiaous  one,  as  it  is  proved  beyond  all  doubt  in  military  encampunents  that 
these  small  creatures  have  tieen  the  means  in  transmitting  the  disease.  The  best  way  to  diminish  its 
incidence  is  to  remove  all  organic  matter  from  the  vicinity  of  houses  as  soon  as  possible,  and  keep  all  articles 
of  consumption  covered  up,  especiallv  in  late  summer  and  early  autumn.  This  disease  is  to  a great  extent 
preventable,  and  may  be  considerably  lessened  by  taking  the  following  precautions,  viz. — 

fa)  All  food  should  be  kept  in  a dry  place,  and  protected  from  flies  and  dust. 

(b)  Cleanliness  in  the  household  is  another  most  important  matter.  The  floors  of  all  rooms  should  be 

kept  scrupulously  clean,  as  well  as  all  articles  usel  in  the  preparation  of  food.  The  feeding 
bottles  of  infants  should  be  cleansed  carefully  every  time  they  are  filled. 

(c)  Rubbish  of  every  description  should  be  covered  up.  The  insanitary  open  ashpits  should  in 

all  cases  be  replaced  by  a sanitary  bin. 

The  good  effect  of  this  will  be  entirely  neutralized  if  we  allow  open  ashpits  to  remain  ; and  I again 
suggest  that  your  Inspector  should  carry  out  a vigorous  campaign  for  their  removal. 


The  following  Notifications  (exclusive  of  Tuberculosis)  under  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act, 
have  been  received  : — 


I Diphtheria 18  "i 

I Erysipelas 2 I 

Ampthill  -j  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  1 [32 

I Pneumonia  1 | 

i.  Scarlet  Fever  7 j 


Cranfield 


/ Diphtheria 

1 Erysipelas 

i Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
\ Pneumonia  


3 

1 

9 


15 


Diphtheria b \ 

Pneumonia  . 

Malaria  

Scarlet  Fever. 


f Dysentery  1 

I Erysipelas 1 I 

Woburn  < Malaria  2 )-ll 

1 Pneumonia  2 1 

i.  Scarlet  Fever 5; 


I now  mass  the  cases  of  the  entire  district  together,  and  give  the  seasons  of  the  year  in  which  they 
occurred  : — 


1st  Three  Months. 

2ii(l  Throe  Months. 

3rd  Three  Months. 

4th  Three  Months. 

Diphtheria  7 

Diphtheria 

8 

Diphtheria 

3 

Diphtheria 

8 

Erysipelas  1 

Erysipelas 

3 

Malaria 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

Pneumonia  6 

Malaria 

2 

Opthalmia  t 

Neonatorum  | 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Opthalmia  ) 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

Neonatorum  j 

Pneumonia 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

I'neumonia 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

20 

16 

7 

25 

As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  disinfectants  and  printed  instructions  are  supplied  gratuitously 
in  all  cases  of  Infectious  Notifiable  Disease,  and  at  tlie  end  of  the  illness  the  rooms  which  the  patient 
occupied  are  thoroughly  disinfected  with  Formic  Aldehyde,  free  of  charge.  If  the  patient  is  removed  to 
Hospital  the  house  is  disinfected  immediately  after  the  removal.  In  addition  to  the  above,  houses  where 
deaths  have  occurred  from  Cancer  and  Phthisis  are  disinfected.  The  precautions  which  are  taken  in  respect 
to  the  latter  disease  have  been  pi-eviously  mentioned  in  this  Report.  All  Schools  are  disinfected  should  they 
be  considered  a factor  in  the  spread  of  disease,  either  notifiable  or  non-notifiable.  The  cost  of  this  is 
refunded  by  the  County  Council.  In  regard  to  Diphtheria,  the  Council  defray  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  when 
used  as  a prophylactic,  in  all  cases.  d'hey  also  nndeiiake  the  cost  when  used  as  a curative  agent  as  far  as 
concerns  poor  people,  and,  in  addition,  pay  the  medical  men  administering  same  2^6  if  patient  lives  within 
the  one-mile  radius,  and  1/-  extra  for  each  additional  mile  or  portion  of  a mile.  Besides  which,  they  undertake 
to  pay  for  the  examination  of  Dipht.heric  Swabs,  and  Widal’s  Reaction  (for  the  detection  of  Enteric  Fever. 


The  Rainfall  is  again  included  on  account  of  it.s  influence  in  regard  to  water  supply  and  flushing  of 
sewers,  also  its  bearing  on  the  causation  of  various  diseases,  especially  affections  of  the  respiratory  organs 
and  Zymotic  Diarrhoea. 


Jan. 

in. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

in. 

A,,l 

May 

June  1 

in. 

.Tulv 

•Autr. 

Sept. 

in. 

Oct. 

in. 

Nov. 
in.  1 

Deo. 

4-090 

2-550 

2-575 

3-090 

1 

-49 

1-455  1 

2-790 

1-875 

1-61 

-815 

1 

1-815 

4-115 

Total  for  the  year  ...  27'270  in. 


I'he  above  was  taken  at  Shillington  with  a oin.  gauge.  Height  above  sea  level,  182  feet.  The  above 
is  fairly  typical  of  the  rainfall  over  the  entire  sanitary  are;i.  Rain  fell  on  162  days. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall,  especially  during  tlie  winter  months,  when  percolation  is  at  its  highest, 
there  has  been  no  deficiency  of  water  in  any  of  our  villages.  No  case  of  well-sinking  has  been  brought  to 
my  notice. 


SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Nothing  of  very  great  importance  has  taken  place  during  the  year.  What  has  mainly  been  done  is 
in  regard  to  repairs  and  improvements  to  existing  sewers.  A short  new  sewer  has  however  been  laid  at 
Gravenhurst,  and  an  extension  of  an  existing  one  has  been  ordered  at  Flitwick.  Alterations  to  sewers  have 
taken  place  in  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Flitton,  Westnning,  Marston  and  Cranfield.  The  existing  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Silsoe  have  been  ta6en  over  by  the  Council  from  tha  Wrest  Park  Estate.  Sewage  tanks 
have  been  cleaned  out  in  seven  parishes,  and  a large  nnnd>er  of  sewer  ditches  have  been  attended  to. 

SCAVENGING. 

Aspley  Guise,  Scavenging  in  this  parish  has  recommenced.  When  the  water  supply  and  sewage 
works  were  started  here,  the  system  of  scavenging  which  was  then  in  operation  was  discontinued,  mainly  on 
the  grounds  of  expense. 

Flitwick.  Scavenging  in  this  parish,  which  was  commenced  fairly  recently,  is  now  in  full  swing, 
but  at  an  increased  expenditure.  No  doubt  it  is  a great  boon  to  the  parish. 

Toddingtox.  The  scavenging  scheme  for  this  parish,  which  has  now  been  in  operation  for  several 
years,  is  still  working  quite  smoothly.  . 

WoBCRX.  As  this  parish  has  a water  supply  and  sewage  works,  the  scavenging  is  confined  to  the 
removal  of  house  refuse. 


Westoking.  a eystcin  of  scavenging  in  this  parish  is  in  process  of  being  inaugurated. 

Asplev  Heath.  On  previous  occasions  I have  mentioned  the  necessity  for  the  recommencement  of 
the  scheme  of  scavenging  which  was  discontinued  when  the  water  supply  and  sewage  works  were  introduced 
into  this  parish.  I will  now  give  the  reasons  for  its  necessity,  viz.  : — 

Premises  with  no  ground  for  the  disposal  of  house  refuse,  15.  Premises  with  insufficient  ground,  18. 
Total,  33.  The  total  number  of  houses  in  this  parish  is  118.  This  sliews  that  aljout  one  quarter  are  not 
provided  with  sufficient  space  for  the  disposal  of  house  refuse. 

SCHOOLS. 

Nothing  of  note  has  taken  place  during  the  year.  A considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
these  buildings  since  the  County  Council  took  them  over. 


IIOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

No  systematic  inspection  has  taken  place  during  the  year,  owing  to  lack  of  time,  but  your  Inspector 
has  taken  in  hand  anything  which  has  been  brought  to  his  notice,  or  has  come  under  his  cognisance. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  following  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  County  analyst  during  the  year  : — 


Ociiuitie 

Ai]\iltf*rntt‘d 

(leniiino 

.Adulterated 

Articles  submitted. 

S:uii])les. 

Camples.  Article.s  submitted. 

Samjdes. 

•Siiniiib.'S. 

Bisto 

1 

Cornflour... 

1 

Butter 

7 

Pea  Flour... 

1 

Beef  (corned) 

1 

Self-Raising  Flour 

1 

Baking  Powder 

5 

Margarine 

7 

Cheese 

3 

Milk 

17 

2 

Cocoa 

4 

Mustard  ... 

1 

Custard  Powder 

Marmalatle 

1 

Coffee 

3 

Jam 

1 

Blanc-Mange  Pownler  ... 

1 

Plum  Preserves 

1 

Egg  Powder 

1 

Pepper 

2 

Flaked  liice 

1 

Sugar 

B 

Ham  and  Tongue  Paste 

1 

Siiusages  ... 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

2 

Vinegar  ... 

3 

Lard 

8 

The  sample  of  adulterated  cornflour  was  taken  at  Houghton  Conquest,  and  was  found  to  contain 
100%  of  rice  starch.  In  regard  to  the  two  sanqiles  of  milk  wliich  were  found  adulterated,  one  came  from 
Aspley  Heath,  and  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  5‘G%,  and  the  other  from  Marston  was  found  to  contain 
added  water  to  the  extent  of  2D7% 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

Details  required  under  Sec.  17  of  the  Ihnising  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909 : 


Number  of  houses  inspected.  No  systematic  wspevtion. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  0 

Number  of  C]r)sing  Orders  recommended  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Closing  (.)rders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Nymber  of  houses  rei^aired  after  Closing  Order  ...  ...  0 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist — Dilapidations. 


P)ui]ding  is  again  beginning  to  move,  and  plans  for  six  new  houses  have  been  received  during  the 
year,  and  additions  to  15  others.  In  addition  to  this,  minor  improvements  have  been  made  to  existing  houses 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  has  now  taken  a definite  step  forwards,  and  no  doubt  we  shall 
soon  see  the  erection  of  several  new  houses  in  this  area. 

In  my  last  Report  I mentioned  that  this  Council  had  invited  representatives  from  all  the  Parishes  to 
attend  a meeting,  and- state  their  views  in  regard  to  the  reijuirements  of  their  respective  parishes. 


Tlie  Council  followed  tliis  up  by  visiting  tbe  various  parishes,  and  choosing  sites  for  the  houses 
required.  These  sites  liave  been  approved  of  by  a representative  of  the  Ministry. 

I will  now  go  over  the  various  parishes  and  their  sites : — 

Flttwiok.  Site  No.  1. — Four  houses,  in  two  pairs,  to  be  erected  at  Water  End,  facing  south  east. 
Site  No.  2. — Four  houses,  in  two  pairs,  on  land  near  Station,  and  on  main  road  to  Westoning.  Site 
No.  3. — Four  houses,  in  two  pairs,  on  land  near  the  Fir  Tree  Inn,  and  facing  the  Westoning  main  road. 
In  all  12  houses  for  tlie  parish  of  Flitwick. 

Wf.sto'nung.  Six  houses,  in  three  pairs,  to  be  erected  on  the  outskirts  of  Westoning,  on  the  main 
road  to  Flitwick.  In  all  six  houses  for  Westoning. 

Haroixgtox.  Only  one  site  was  inspected,  and  this  was  a most  excellent  one  on  the  road  to  Barton- 
le-Clay.  Eight  houses,  in  pairs,  are  suggested  for  this  parish. 

TonuTNGTox.  The  site  chosen  for  the  houses  to  be  erected  in  this  parish  is  a most  excellent  one.  It 
contains  about  six  acres,  and  is  in  a x'ery  central  position.  It  was  decided  to  erect  the  entire  24  required 
for  the  parish  on  this  site.  The  frontages  face  the  Luton  and  Dunstable  roads.  Here  w'e  have  an  excellent 
chance  to  make  an  artistic  lay  out. 

Ea^rshot.t.  The  deputation  ffour  in  numberV  which  attended  from  the  parish  were  undecided 
whether  houses  were  required  ; in  fact,  only  one  was  in  favour  of  this  course.  A site  was  inspected  opposite 
the  recreation  ground.  It  was  resolved  if  any  were  built  that  four  should  be  built  on  this  site  in  pairs. 

Fr.TTTOx.  Two  sites  were  inspected,  and  it  was  decided  that  six  houses  should  be  erected  in  groups 
of  two  on  a site  facing  the  Flitton  and  Silsoe  road. 

Pit.soF.  Only  one  site  was  inspected,  and  tins  was  just  outside  the  main  portion  of  the  village,  on 
the  Silsoe  to  Flitton  road.  It  was  decided  to  erect  three  pairs  of  cottages  on  this  site. 

* Pnr.T,oxHiT,i,.  Five  sites  were  inspected  in  this  parish,  and  it  was  decided  to  erect  three  pairs  of 
cottages  in  the  Greenfield  road. 

Gr AVRxrrnn.sT.  Five  sites  were  inspected  in  this  parish,  and  the  one  chosen  was  on  the  outskirt  of 
the  parish,  on  the  road  leading  to  Gampton.  This  is  a most  excellent  site.  It  Avas  decided  to  erect  three 
pairs  of  cottages  here. 

Shu.t.txgtox.  Six  sites  were  insnected  in  the  village  proper  of  this  parish,  and  tAAmat  Lower  Stondon, 
an  outlvins  hamlet.  In  regard  to  the  former,  it  AA^as  decided  to  erect  eight  houses  in  pairs  on  a site  at  the 
top  of  the  Marquis  Hill,  on  the  Stondon  road.  Six  more  in  groups  of  tAA'o  on  a site  at  Green  End,  facingthe 
main  road  not  far  from  the  Vicarage.  Six  more  in  groups  of  tavo  at  Sandy  Heath,  facing  the  Silsoe  to 
Hitcliin  road.  In  reirard  to  houses  at  Lower  Stondon.  it  Avas  decided  to  erect  tavo  blocks  of  two  houses  on 
a site  in  the  middle  of  the  hamlet,  facingthe  Shillington-Henlow  road. 

M.arstox.  Three  sites  were  inspected,  and  it  Avas  resolved  to  erect  four  houses  in  groups  of  two  on  a 
site  on  the  Cranfield  road,  and  a similar  number  at  Upper  Shelton,  near  the  schools. 

MArr.uEX.  Tavo  sites  were  inspected,  and  it  was  decided  to  recommend  that  tAA'o  pairs  should  be 
erected  at  Hall  End,  and  a similar  number  at  Snow  Hill. 

Husrorxe  Craavlea'.  It  was  resolv^ed  to  recommend  tliat  six  houses,  in  pairs,  should  be  erected  in  the 
Church  End  Hoad,  north  of  the  schools. 

■Aspeea'  Guise.  It  was  decided  to  erect  six  houses,  in  pairs,  at  Spinney  Hoad,  Mount  Pleasant ; also 
a pair  at  Waterall. 

Asplea'  Heath.  There  was  a considerable  doubt  whether  houses  Avere  really  required  in  this  parish, 
but  that  if  they  were,  a pair  should  erected  in  Hardwick  Road. 

Houghton  Conquest.  It  was  resolved  to  erect  three  pairs  of  cottages  in  a field  facing  the  Wilstead 

road. 

Haynes.  Several  sites  Avere  inspected,  and  it  Avas  decided  to  erect  three  pairs  at  Northwood  End, 
facing  south,  and  a similar  number  at  Plummer’s  End. 
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Craxfield.  Four  sites  wore  inspected  in  this  parish,  and  recommendations  were  made  that  houses 
should  be  built  at  the  following  places  ; No.  1.  — Four  cottages,  in  pairs,  to  be  erected  in  the  Manor  Road, 
on  the  corner  facing  due  south  near  the  village.  No.  2. — Six  cottages,  in  three  pairs,  on  the  Bedford 
road,  at  the  corner  nearest  the  village.  No.  3. — Four  cottages,  in  pairs,  at  the  corner  of  the  Bedford  and 
Newport  roads.  No.  4.—  Six  cottages,  in  pairs,  near  Moulsoe  Farm. 


Hulcot  and  S.alford.  The  Committee  recommended  that  six  houses,  in  pairs,  should  be  erected  at 
the  corner  of  the  Cranfield,  Salford  and  Ilulcot  road. 


Eidgmont.  It  was  recommended  that  three  pairs,  facing  the  Eversholt  road,  should  be  erected. 


Lidi.ington.  It  was  resolved  to  recommend  that  six  houses,  in  three  pairs,  should  be  erected  in  the 
Station  Road. 

CiorniLL.  It  was  decided  to  erect  four  pairs  of  cottages  opposite  Jacques  Lane,  and  facing  the  main 

road. 


It  was  agreed  that  the  following  villages  were  in  most  need  of  houses,  viz.,  Cranfield,  Flitton,  Flitwick 
Harlington,  Marston,  Maulden,  Toddiugtou  and  Westoning.  As  a preliminary,  the  Council  decided  to  start 
building  houses  in  the  parishes  of  Aspley  Guise,  Flitwick  and  Toddington. 


In  regard  to  the  sites  previously  mentioned,  they  have  been  • modified  and  altered  in  some  instances, 
and  no  doubt  they  will  be  further  altered  when  objections  from  the  owners  are  considered. 


My  Council,  having  decided  to  adopt  the  Government  plans  and  estimates  of  quantities,  do  not  see 
the  necessity  of  employing  an  arcldtect.  With  the  consent  of  tlie  Ministry  of  Health  they  intCTid  employing 
Mr.  Foster  {Sanitary  Inspectorl  to  generally  supervise  the  work  and  engage  a Clerk  of  Works.  In  addition, 
an.  assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  employed  to  help  Mr.  Foster  in  the  sanitary  work. 


The  type  of  house  which  the  Council  intend  building  will  in  the  majoidty  of  instances  be  of  the 
parlour  type  ; personally,  I- think  in  most  (4  the  parishes  a single  large  room  on  the  ground  floor,  with  a 
a rather  large  scullery,  where  all  the  cooking  couhl  he  done  when  necessary,  as  in  the  summer  months,  will 
be  quite  as  satisfactory,  and  certainly  more  economical.  I am  glad  to  say  that  it  is  intended  to  build  only 
three-bedroom  houses.  The  amount  of  land  allotted  to  each  house  varies  between  one-sixth  and  one-eighth 
of  an  acre.  I hope  that  when  the  needs  of  the  villages,  w’here  market  gardening  is  carried  on,  is  considered, 
that  arrangements  will  be  made  to  supply  some  of  the  houses  with  at  least  an  acre  of  land.  These  will,  I 
am  certain,  let  well,  and  the  tenant  wdll  be  in  a much  better  position  to  pay  air  economic  rent  than  he  other- 
would  be.  Before  the  Council  intend  building  on  the  sites  proposed,  I should  strongly  advise  them  to  bore 
for  water,  so  as  to  make  quite  sure  that  it  is  adequate  in  quantity  and  of  a potable  character. 


In  regard  to  the  general  character  of  our  houses,  I may  say  we  have  a large  number  of  cottages  with 
only  one  bedroom,  but  these  in  nearly  every  instance  are  tenanted  by  couples  or  single  persons.  A con- 
siderable portion  of  these  ai  e almshouses.  What  is  lacking  in  the  majority  of  our  villages  is  houses  with 
three  bedrooms,  and  no  doubt  the  new^  houses  wdll  help  make  up  this  deficiency.  I hope  large  famihes  will 
be  given  the  preference  in  the  appibcations  for  these  houses.  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  entire 
District  is  about  5,300,  of  wdiich  over  4,000  are  rented  under  £16,  of  these  more  than  half  have  only  two 
bedrooms.  We  have  a few  back-to-bacik  houses  scattered  about  in  three  or  four  parishes. 
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Administration  of  tlie  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  for  the  year  1919. 

As  very  little  change  has  taken  place  for  several  years,  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  detail, 
as  that  would  practically  be  a repetition  of  the  years  tliat  have  preceded  it.  I may,  however,  say  that  your 
Inspector  has  spent  most  of  his  time  in  this  connection  with  the  inspection  of  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter- 
houses. There  are  at  present  39  bakehouses  and  32  slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  a number  whicn  is 
practically  similar  to  that  of  the  last  few  years.  Eighty-three  inspections  have  been  made,  and  defects 
reported  at  13  slaughterhouses  and  seven  bakehouses.  A new  slaughterhouse  has  been  erected  at  Houghton 
Conquest. 

VACCINATION. 

I will  now  give  the  Births  and  Vaccinations  of  each  sub-district — 


Births. 

Vaccinations, 

Ampthill 

122 

19 

Cran  field 

50 

4 

Shillington 

42 

6 

Woburn 

128 

56 

This  has  almost  become  a dead  letter  in  every  part  of  the  Disirict  excejA  the  V^oburn  sub-district. 
The  total  number  of  Births  was  342,  wliich  shews  a percentage  of  24‘3.  a slight  improvement  on  last  year. 
The  low  percentage  I attribute  to  the  complete  immunity  tliis  District  has  had  from  Small-Pox  for  several 
years,  and  thus  people  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  vaccination.  There  is  always  a prejudice  against  vacci- 
nation, and  this  is  fostered  by  people  who  have  no  scientific  knowledge  of  the  good  effects.  In  addition  to 
this,  recent  legislation  has  made  it  easier  to  obtain  Exemption  Certificates. 

HOSPri’AL  Af^COMMODATION. 

S:\rAM.-Pox  Hospital.  We  have  not  had  occasion  to  use  the  Hospital,  as  no  case  of  this  disease  has 
occurred  in  the  District. 

Hospital  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric  anh  Scarlet  Fevers.  Dr.  langham  Garner,  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  this  Institution  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  account  of  its  administration  : — 

“ During  the  year  45  cases  Avere  admitted,  consisting  of  29  patients  suffering  from  Diphtheria 
and  16  from  Scarlet  Fever,  of  these  only  three  came  from  the  Am]>thill  Urban  District,  viz.,  one  Diphtheria 
and  two  ScaUet  Fever.  With  the  exception  of  January  and  September  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted 
during  every  month,  and  the  Diphtheria  wards  were  only  once  closed,  viz.,  for  1 1 days  in  February.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  Wards  were  twice  closed,  the  first  time  being  for  three  days  in  February,  and  for  a longer 
period,  from  April  26  to  July  26.  Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  proved  fatal,  of  these  one  suffered  from 
chronic  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  and  a second  was  almost  moribund  on  admission.  Many  of  the 
patients,  notably  those  from  the  Gravenhurst  outbreak  in  October,  developed  the  disease  in  a vez-y  severe 
form.  In  common  wdth  other  Institutions,  great  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  maintaining  an 
efficient  nursing  and  domestic  staff.” 

During  the  past  twelve  months  your  Inspects  has  not  been  able  to  devote  quite  as  much  time  as 
usual  to  sanitary  work,  owing  to  his  acting  ns  Coal  Controller,  and  helping  in  the  Food  Control  depart- 
ment, bnt  he  has  nevertheless  done  excellent  work,  and  all  that  was  possible  for  a single  man  to  do  under 
the  circumstances.  In  my  opinion  in  the  future  he  will  permanently  require  the  services  of  an  assistant. 

Acreage  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  68,195.  Population  for  Birth  Rate,  18,966  ; also  for 
Death  Rate,  18,207. 


2?id,  1920. 


I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

KILHAM  ROBERTS,  M.O.H. 
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Ampthill  Rural  District  Council. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  iQig. 


Summary  of  defects  and  other  matters  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


1.  Nuisances  caused  by  Defective  and  Insufficient  Closets  21 

2.  ,,  ,,  ,,  Ashpits  4 

3.  „ ,,  ,,  Drains  42 

4.  ,,  Damp  Premises  7 

5.  „ Spouting  required  to  Eaves  11 

6.  ,,  Accumulation  of  Offensive  Matter  20 

7.  ,,  Overcrowding 

8.  Dwellings  required  Cleansing  and  Limewashing  15 

9.  „ ,,  repairs  to  Roofs  and  Cliimney  Heads 30 

10.  ,,  „ sundry  Structural  repairs 34 

11.  ,.  with  Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation  2 

12.  ,,  with  Defective  or  Insufficient  Water  Supply  3 

13.  ,,  „ Windows 18 

14.  „ ,,  Yard  Paving  1 

15.  ,,  „ Soft  Water  Tanks 2 

16.  Wells  repaired  and  cleansed 11 

17.  New  Houses  received  Water  Certificates  2 

18.  Insanitary  Sinks  2 

19.  Defective  Pigsties 2 

20.  Inspections  of  Diseased  Meat  4 

21.  ,,  of  Unsound  Foo  1 1 

22.  Samples  of  Water  Tested 1 

23.  Rooms  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  52 

24.  ,,  Tuberculosis IG 

25.  „ Cancer  20 

26.  Schools  Disinfected  

27.  Cases  of  Measles  and  German  Measles  supplied  with  Disinfectants  4 

28.  Other  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  11 


Total 330 

The  above  336  cases  were  approximately  in  connection  with  317  premises.  The  total  number  is  less 
than  last  year  owing  to  the  much  smaller  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  this  year. 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  205 

,,  Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  35 

Proceedings  taken... 

Work  done  and  costs  recovered  ...  . ...  ...  1 


SEWERAGE. 

More  progress  has  been  made  with  this  work  during  the  past  year,  although  piincipally  in  the 
direction  of  repairs  and  improvements  to  existing  sewers.  A short  length  of  new  sewer  has  been  laid 
at  Gravenhurst  ; and  an  extension  of  the  outfall  of  an  existing  sewer  at  I'litwick  has  been  ordered. 
A further  extension  has  been  ordered  at  Flitton.  A portion  of  an  existing  sewer  has  been  ordered  to  be 
relaid  at  Westoning.  The  greater  portion  of  an  existing  sewer  at  Church  End,  Marston,  has  been 
relaid,  as  also  one  at  the  Green,  Cranfield.  The  sewer  in  Merchant  Lane,  Cranfield,  has  been  repaired 
and  improved.  The  existing  sewage  disposal  works  at  Silsoe  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Council  from 
the  Wrest  Park  Estate.  Untrapped  road  gullies  have  been  properly  trapped  in  Cranfield.  Sewage 
tanks  have  been  cleaned  out  in  seven  parishes,  and  the  sewer  ditches  in  fifteen  parishes.  The  sewers 
have  been  flushed  in  eleven  parishes. 


]1 


WATEE  SUPPLY. 

No  public  water  supply  work  has  been  carried  out,  and  tbe  supply  to  private  wells  has  been 
sufficient, 

SCAVENGING  WORK. 

Asi’iiEY  Guise.  The  collection  of  house  refuse  (ashes,  &c.)  has  bean  recomnaenced  in  this 
parish,  and  has  been  in  operation  since  July,  1919. 

Flitwick.  The  scavenging  work  in  this  parish  has  been  continued  by  the  same  contractor. 
The  total  cost  for  the  past  twelve  months  has  been  £192  12s.  6d.,  equal  to  an  average  cost  per  week  of 
£3  11s.  Id.,  against  £2  I9s.  2d.  last  year.  The  following  sanitary  receptacles  have  been  emptied 
during  the  year  : Ashpits,  5.  Ashbins,  10,648.  Closet  I’ails,  21,583.  Closet  Vaults,  28.  Cesspools,  193. 

Toddington.  This  work  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  two  contractors.  The  total 
cost  for  the  last  twelve  months  has  been  £155  lls.  5d.,  against  £149  4s.  for  the  previous  year.  The 
average  cost  per  week,  £2  198.  lOd.,  against  £2  17s.  4d.  The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  two  contractors  : Ashpits,  230.  Ashbins,  7,894.  Closet  Pails,  25,960.  Closet  Vaults,  112. 
Cesspools,  3. 

Woburn.  The  collection  of  house  refuse  has  hten  continued  as  before. 

Westoning.  a system  of  scavenging  is  being  inaugurated  in  this  parish. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected.  There  are  at  present  39  bakehouses 
and  32  slaughterhouses  in  the  District.  Eighty-three  inspections  have  been  made,  and  defects  reported 
at  thirteen  slaughterhouses  and  seven  bakehouses.  A new  slaughterhouse  has  been  erected  at  Houghton 
Conquest.  Details  of  each  inspection  have  been  entered  in  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Inspection  Book. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Total  number  of  persons  registered  since  the  Regulations  came  into  force  in  1900  is  314,  the 
number  of  persons  registered  during  the  year  is  13.  Number  of  premises  inspected  is  102.  Number  of 
premises  requiring  work  to  floors,  walls,  drains,  &c.,  19  cowsheds  and  6 dairies. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  have  been  received  during  the  year — 

6 new  dwelling  houses.  15  additions  to  existing  houses.  ] new  drainage  to  existing  house. 

1 conversion  to  existing  building  into  a dwelling  house.  1 shop.  1 public  hall.  2 additions 
to  public  halls.  1 workshop.  1 slaughteihouse.  Total — 29. 


SUMxHARY. 


Inspections. 

Defects. 

Nuisances,  &c 

460 

336 

Factories  and  Workshops 

83 

20 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  

102 

25 

Total 

645 

381 

16th  March,  1920,  LEONARD  FOSTER, 

Flitwick,  Ampthill.  Inspector. 


Ampthill  Rural  District  in  the  year  1919. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

CIVILIANS  ONLY. 

CIVILIANS  ONLY. 

Ale  Causes  

135 

139 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

2 

1 

Small-pox 

Appendicitis  and  T}  plilitis  ... 

1 

Measles 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Alcoholism 

Whooping-cough 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

3 

4 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Influenza 

5 

8 

Parturition,  apart  from 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Erysipelas 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

10 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

7 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide... 

6 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Suicide... 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

2 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

54 

47 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

17 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

3 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

19 

11 

Meningitis 

3 

1 

Illegitinuite 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

13 

19 

Total  Births 

175 

167 

Bronchitis 

14 

10 

Legitimate  ... 

161 

144 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  ... 

14 

23 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

( for  Birth  Rate... 
Popnlat.01.  .J 

18966 

18207 

Table  XV  — Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  iiml  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1919. 
I Pronisional  figure  ■.  Ponululiom  enlimale  i to  the  tnidole  of  1919  have  hien  uned  for  the  purpose  of  this  Tahle.) 


Ri.th 

■Annual  Death  Rate 

per  I, 

,ooo  Civilian  Population. 

Rate  pc'-  I, coo 
Births. 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths.* 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Total 
Popula- 
tion. 

All 

Causes. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Sniall-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

n 

§f 

1 Diphtheria. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea 
& Enteritis 
(uiidera  yrs) 

1 Total  D’ths 

1 under i year 

Deaths  in  1 

’.Public 

Institutions 

Certified 

Causes. 

Inquest 

Cases. 

Uncertified 
Causes 
of  Death. 

England  ana  Wales  

18-5 

138 

0-01 

0 00 

0-10 

0-03 

0-07 

0 13 

0-47 

9o9 

89 

-23-9 

92  5 

6-2 

1-3 

9C  Great  lowns,  including  London 
Gtnsu.s  Populations  exceeding  50,000 

190 

13-8 

001 

000 

0-13 

0-04 

0-07 

0-14 

0 45 

12  24 

93 

29-2 

92-3 

6-9 

0-8 

1 iH  .Smaller  Towns  (Census  Popula- 
tions 20,000 — 50,000) 

18 -.3 

12-0 

0-01 

000 

010 

003 

0-08 

012 

0-39 

8-67 

' 90 

16-6 

93-6 

4 9 

1-5 

Ixnidon 

18 '.3 

1.3-4 

0-01 

0 00 

0-08 

0-03 

0-05 

0-18 

0‘47 

16-22 

85 

44-7 

91-2 

8-6 

0-2 

* Non-civiliari.s  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for.  other  areas. 

27td,  H120.  KILHAM  ROBERTS,  M.O.H. 


